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M I S C E L L A N E O U S N E W S

Nearly ten years ago, Queen Nzinga (aka Wendy 

Maxwell) fled Costa Rica for Canada in search of 

safety and a new life.  On March 15, 2005, ten 

days after her arrest at an International Women’s 

Day bake sale, Nzinga was deported, leaving 

many of her friends and supporters in fear for 

her wellbeing. 

Though Costa Rica is not recognized by Canada 

as a dangerous state, Nzinga, a bisexual woman 

of Caribbean origins, escaped persecution 

from a reputedly homophobic and racist police 

force. She had been sexually assaulted by police 

officers which resulted in severe post-traumatic 

stress syndrome, a condition her doctors said 

would only worsen upon her return.

Fearing for her life, Nzinga came to Canada on 

a work permit as an exotic dancer. The profession 

requires dancers to pay for time on the floor as 

well as room and board. The only way to earn 

money is through illegal sex work. 

After eighteen months Nzinga learned of 

her rights, left the job and began organizing 

to help other women involved in sex work. 

She contributed a great deal to the Toronto 

community, organizing and speaking out around 

women’s oppression, refugee rights, AIDS, Black 

community, and sex work. 

Because a Canadian work permit ties an 

employee to an employer and a specific line of 

work, leaving her job meant that Nzinga lost her 

legal status in Canada. She applied for refugee 

status and was denied because Canada does 

not recognize Costa Rica as a dangerous state. 

Unwilling to compromise her safety by returning 

to Costa Rice, Nzinga lived underground for 

months before making a final attempt to remain in 

Canada under Humanitarian and Compassionate 

grounds. 

On International Women’s Day, March 8, 2005, 

before her case was processed, Nzinga was 

arrested while selling cookies at a Ryerson IWD 

bake sale, kept in a detention centre for days, 

and deported. 

Nzinga’s deportation is seen as a result 

of her fearlessness in critiquing injustice in 

Canada. Her deportation raised a huge outcry, 

the reverberations of which have not lost their 

strength.

From a place that is not safe for her, Nzinga 

is trying to find a way to return to Canada. Her 

Humanitarian application has since been denied.

Her last option is to apply through the migrant 

labour program, which costs $1,000. 

Tara	Campbell

“It’s like wiping your ass with a cloud,” 

beams Tim Walker, Sadleir House Restoration 

Assistant, on the merits of the new toilet 

paper at the downtown student facility.

The toilet paper, which is softer and 

thicker than the standard wipes usually 

found beside the toilet, was the brainchild 

of self-described Sadleir House supporter 

and enthusiast Jill Stavely. Stavely, who was 

responsible for purchasing toilet paper and 

paper towels two weeks ago, opted for the 

fluffier variety for reasons of economy over 

taste. “I had $10 to purchase toilet paper 

and paper towels,” explains Stavely. “The 

cheap [toilet paper] could only be purchased 

in bulk and would have cost $7.77 before 

taxes.”

There would not have been enough 

money left over to purchase paper towels so 

she decided to purchase the more expensive 

toilet paper.

It is available in most Sadleir House 

bathrooms but is especially nice in the 

basement loos where the cool humidity adds 

volume and moisture to the toilet paper.

The new toilet paper has raised some 

budgetary concerns amongst the leaders 

of Sadleir House.  Sadleir House Steward 

Stephanie MacMillan expressed a concern 

that it was not cost effective. When asked 

her feelings about the toilet paper she 

stated that she found it to be “too linty” 

for her liking. However, she feels that the 

enjoyment and comfort of all guests to 

Sadleir House is of paramount import.

“We try to make everyone comfortable in 

Sadleir House,” says MacMillan.

Visitors to Sadleir House should be 

forewarned that supplies of the new toilet 

paper are dwindling.  Although some of the 

bathrooms are still stocked up there are no 

rolls in storage and as of yet no plans to 

replenish the fluffier variety.

Nathaniel	Christopher

Queen Nzinga’s plight
Activist fled persecution; now deported, seeks return to Canada

BEATS FOR JUSTICE!

An ad-hoc committee in Peterborough is 

organizing Beats for Justice!, a fundraiser 

featuring poems, testimonials, rap battles, 

open mic and dance with dj’s Helen and 

Jarrett. Funds are also being raised through a 

raffle, featuring books from Speak Volumes, a 

membership to Cinema 379 and more. 

In April, Peterborough raised $1,000 

for Nzinga’s legal costs, and hosted a 

panel discussion on refugee rights. Many 

participants attested to the fact that the 

Peterborough community supports Nzinga’s 

struggle.

BEATS FOR JUSTICE will be held in the first 

week of August. Watch posters for details. 

For more information on Queen Nzinga, visit 

www.supportwendy.com. To get involved 

here in Peterborough, contact Mary-Jo at 

mjnadeau@yorku.ca or Ziysah at 743-0882.

Toilet paper impresses dozens
Softer side of Sadleir too expensive


