New owner waiting for business
licence and city permits

GAY SPACE
NATHANIEL CHRISTOPHER

After closing its Howe Street doors
in 2010 to make way for supportive
housing for HIV-positive people, the
Odyssey nightclub will likely reopen at
anew location on West Hastings Street
in early 2015.

“We have our liquor licence and space
confirmed, and we are just now waiting
on approval for our business licence,
building permit and development per-
mit from the city,” says new owner
Bijan Ahmadian. “I've already met with
the city, and they are very excited and
thrilled about everything. Things are
progressing and moving forward, but I
can’t guarantee it will go ahead until all
the pieces are in place.”

If approved, the Odyssey will be lo-

cated in the old Pop Opera Nightclub
location at 686 W Hastings S, near Gran-
ville Street.

Ahmadian, who is a lawyer and a
former president of the University of
British Columbia’s Alma Mater Society,
says the Hastings location quickly be-
came the top choice in part because of
its proximity to two SkyTrain stations.
“Members of the LGBTQ community
live all over the Lower Mainland, and
if we’re close to a SkyTrain station we
will be more accessible than on Davie
Street,” he says.

The new 5,000-square-foot location
will offer some familiar amenities, in-
cluding an onstage shower and a per-
formance space to support LGBT talent.
“I am passionate about building a queer
community that doesn’t just tolerate,
but embraces diversity, and I think

Odyssey could reope

there’s alack of good quality space out-
side of Davie Street that caters to arange
of functionalities,” Ahmadian says. “A
nightclub is just one of our functional-
ities. It will also be open for receptions
and networking events and allow people
in community to rent our space.”

Former Odyssey manager Will Mc-
Guire, who is a consultant on the new
project, says the decision to use the
old name was not made lightly, but he
is confident the new club will live up to
expectations.

“I think there’s always a concern
when you're trying to remake something
asiconic as the Odyssey that you're go-
ing to completely replicate it,” McGuire
says. “Everyone knows it wouldn’t be
possible to replicate such a fantastic
space. What I love about this new space,
though, is that we can design some nods
to the original space and capture some
of the pieces that made the Odyssey
what it was while still giving fresh room
for innovation and room to take on new
projects.”
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The Odyssey stood as an anchor of gay nightlife for more than 20 years on Howe
Street. NATASHA BARSOTTI

‘Yes, uh, guilty, guilty’

Man pleads
guilty to assault
on lesbians

GAYBASHING
JEREMY HAINSWORTH

The man charged in connection with a
Sept 18, 2013, assault on two lesbians
who were exiting a Hastings Street bus
pleaded guilty Nov 12 to assault causing
bodily harm.

Andrew Joseph Walko, 46, had been
charged with assault and assault caus-
ing bodily harm for allegedly following
the women off the bus and punching
one in the face and one multiple times
in the head.

Walko had been due to begin a three-
day trial in Vancouver Provincial Court
when he entered the guilty plea before
Justice of the Peace K Butler.

The Vancouver Police Department
(VPD) announced the charges against
Walko on Jan 14, 2014, after releasing
TransLink surveillance footage and
asking the public for help in identifying
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Jacqueline Clarke and Ali Matson allege that their attacker targeted them for
flirting and kissing on the Hastings bus. ros easToN

the suspect. The footage shows a man
boarding a westbound 135 Hastings
express bus at about 5:15pm on Sept
18, 2013, at Hastings and Kensington
in Burnaby. The tape also shows Ali
Matson and her girlfriend, Jacqueline
Clarke, boarding the bus at 6pm at Hast-
ings and Renfrew.

The women alleged the man followed
them as they left the bus at Commercial
Drive, where they say he attacked them.

“He grabbed me by the shoulder, and
he punched me in the face with all his
body strength,” Matson told Xtra last
year. “My nose was bleeding every-
where, and he gave me two black eyes.
He was not holding back at all.”

When she tried to pull him off Mat-
son, Clarke alleges, the approximate-
ly six-foot-three, 200-plus-pounds
man punched her several times in the
head.

Matson and Clarke both believe they
were attacked because of their sexual
orientation after they exchanged a kiss
and were flirting during the bus ride.
They allege the man screamed repeat-
edly, “Shut up, you sluts!” during the
unprovoked attack.

“He just did not like to see two girls
kissing,” Matson suggests.

“Yes, uh, guilty, guilty,” Walko said,
when asked by the court for his plea.

Butler adjourned the case to Jan 12
for the preparation of a pre-sentencing
report.

“I have nothing to say,” Walko
told Xtra outside court.

Parents sue
school board

Three Vancouver parents have filed
a petition to the BC Supreme Court
to overturn the Vancouver School
Board’s (VSB) new policy on trans
students. The petitioners have so far
stayed silent and declined through
their lawyer to speak to Xtra.

But their lawyer, Masao Morinaga,
tells Xtra the parents have no prob-
lem with trans students using wash-
rooms appropriate to their gender
identities; they just think the rules
are too vague.

According to the petition, the
parents think the VSB rules are so
broad that nearly any student could
use any washroom of their choice
even if it made other students
uncomfortable. In addition, they say
the policy of respecting a child’s pri-
vacy could unlawfully shut them out
of decisions about their children’s
gender identity.

“In my opinion, there is zero
chance that this will result in a
change to the VSB’s policy,” lesbian
lawyer barbara findlay says. She says
trans children’s right to privacy and
to use a washroom fitting their gen-
der identity are both well protected
by law. — Niko Bell

Read the full stories on
dailyxtra.com.
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