
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Shauna Lewis

o ne of Canada’s  
largest gay sex shops 
is questioning Canada 
Post’s requirement that 

any admail with even a hint of 
sexuality be placed in an opaque 
envelope marked “adult material” 
— even if the mail is addressed 
and solicited. 

Priape’s director of marketing 
and planning says the postal agen-

cy’s new policy requiring warning 
labels on already opaque enve-
lopes is causing concern through-
out the gay store’s customer base.

It’s hard on business, says 
Daniel St-Louis. “We guarantee 
discretion and envelopes that 
don’t contain anything but a 
return address.”

Priape specializes in gay, 
leather and SM clothing, sex toys 
and porn and has stores in Mon-
treal, Vancouver, Toronto and 
Calgary. It also distributes four 
catalogues a year to customers 

who have asked to be placed on its 
mailing list. 

St Louis says Priape never had 
any problems sending the cata-
logues — which are addressed, solic-
ited and placed in “inconspicuous 
envelopes” — as bulk mail through 
Canada Post. Until last January.

That’s when he noticed some 
catalogues that had been returned 
to the store had been stamped 
with a warning: “adult material.”

The warning stamp stems from 
a court challenge to Canada Post’s 
“Non-Mailable Matter” policy in 
2006. BC’s Sex Party challenged 
the policy after the postal agency 
refused to deliver one of its politi-
cal pamphlets containing images 
of potentially erotic art, includ-
ing a photo of a doorknob in the 
shape of a penis.

Canada Post rejected the pam-
phlet because, according to its 
admail policy at the time, it “will 

not knowingly deliver offensive 
articles that contain sexually 
explicit material.”

Ruling that the corporation’s 
restrictions were “impermissi-
bly vague,” federal court Justice 
Michel Beaudry gave Canada Post 
six months to clarify its regulations 
and define what counts as “sexu-
ally explicit.”

Canada Post subsequently 
offered the court the following 
definition: representations of nudity 
suggestive of sexual activity, repre-
sentations of sexual intercourse, and 
written text describing sexual acts in 
a way that is more than technical.

Had that definition been 
included in the corporation’s 
regulations to begin with, Beaudry 
said he would have dismissed the 
Sex Party’s complaint outright.

Imposing certain conditions on 
the distribution of sexually explicit 

Government 
reneges on 

promise to fund 
2011 Outgames

No longer able to count on the support 
of the BC government, Vancouver’s Out-
games organisers are turning to the pri-
vate sector to ensure the North American 
portion of the international gay sports and 
culture festival will continue as planned 
in 2011. 

When planning the games in 2007 and 
2008, Outgames chair John Boychuk says 
representatives from “ministries associ-
ated with sport” initially made a verbal 
promise to contribute $400,000 to the 
event. Eventually that verbal commitment 
was reduced to $150,000-$200,000.

“A year later they told us that things 
were a little bit tight but on track,” Boy-
chuk says. “After 18 months they said, 
‘We can’t continue to commit to any 
amount.’”

Boychuk says the uncertainty sur-
rounding government funding pushed 
Outgames organisers to move from plan-
ning a volunteer-run event to working with 
a corporate partner.

International Conference Services (ICS) 
will now provide secretarial, sponsor-
ship, accommodation, registration and 
accounting services for the event, accord-
ing to Boychuk. The partnership with ICS 
will also give Vancouver’s Outgames the 
backing it needs to secure facilities for 
the event.

Boychuk is still hopeful that the 2011 
Outgames will receive provincial funding 
and says more grants are being sought.

“We’re taking a very prudent approach,” 
says Dan Quon, president of Team Van-
couver. The non-profit society has been 
sending local athletes to Gay Games and 
Outgames around the world since hosting 
the Gay Games in Vancouver in 1990, and 
it is now part of the organizing team for 
the 2011 Outgames here.

“We know what happened with Mon-
treal. We certainly don’t want to repeat 
that,” says Quon, referring to the $5.3 mil-
lion deficit run by organizers of Montreal’s 
Outgames in 2006.

A spokesperson for BC’s Ministry of 
Housing and Social Development, which 
is responsible for issuing gaming grants, 
claims global economic circumstances 
have forced the provincial government to 
re-evaluate the community grants. At the 
top of the government’s list of priorities 
are programs that support low-income and 
disabled British Columbians and programs 
that provide food, shelter and support to 
at-risk individuals. At number six on the 
list is “a limited number of arts and culture 
activities,” the spokesperson says.

The Outgames board, which has been 
planning this event for the last two years, 
could still cancel the 2011 games in Van-
couver. 

“The last crossroads we faced was in 
September when we moved from a volun-
teer-based model to a corporate-based 
model to ensure the continued success of 
the Outgames,” says Boychuk. “The next 
crossroad will come in May, which will be 
the last opportunity to cancel based on 
sponsorship involvement.”

But Boychuk is adamant that the games 
will go on as planned.

“The community has a great will to 
ensure these games will go forward,” he 
says. “We feel that would be a loss for our 
community to not continue with Outgames 
in Vancouver for 2011.”

Boychuk anticipates the event will draw 
4,000-6,000 participants and an additional 
50,000-150,000 spectators.

“If we’re actually successful and 
bring 6,000 people, that will have a huge 
economic impact on this province and 
region,” he says. “We may be asking for 
a little bit of money but the long-term 
economic impacts are huge.”

— Nathaniel Christopher  
(with files from Heba Elasaad)
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HOMOPHOBIA

Jeremy Hainsworth

g ary Kinsman and Patrizia  
Gentile want to launch their book  
The Canadian War on Queers at Otta-
wa’s Lord Elgin Hotel in March. It’s 

there, Kinsman says, that gay men began  
to turn the tables on RCMP surveillance offi-
cers taking photos from behind newspapers.

Kinsman and Gentile’s new book docu-
ments the government security apparatus used 
to root out gays and lesbians from Canada’s 
military and civil service starting in the 1950s, 
as the world emerged from World War II and 
the Cold War began.

The state decided that gays and lesbians 
had character defects that made them suscep-
tible to communist infiltration, Kinsman and 
Gentile discovered in official documents and 
interviews.

In short, the Canadian government decided 
that queers could not be trusted.

With the Burgess-Maclean spy scandal 
having already taken place in Britain and the 
McCarthy communist witch-hunts unfolding in 
the US, Canada was tied to its primary allies in 
anti-Soviet paranoia. The ensuing witch-hunts 
in Canada, the authors write, cost thousands 
of people their careers, their homes and their 
families — and in some cases led to suicide.

“It really does punch a hole in the master 
narrative of Canada being nice and better than 
the United States,” Kinsman tells Xtra West. 
“It’s obviously a horrendous story, but it’s also 

a story of resilience and survival.”
While queers working in the RCMP, the military 

and the Department of External Affairs were the 
main focus of the stings, those outside the public 
service were also targeted if they were connected 
to industries dealing with sensitive contracts.

In their research, Kinsman and Gentile found 
repeated tales of surveillance, illegal searches, 
interrogations and attempts at blackmail by 
police who attempted to force queers to out 
others so they could be targeted as well.

A 1959 memo from Don Wall of the federal 
Security Panel (which reported to the cabinet 
and had members from the RCMP, the Privy 
Council Office and the Department of National 
Defence) describes homosexuality as the 
“character weakness that was most frequently 
exploited by Soviet intelligence.”

Another Security Panel memo from the 

same year conceded “there were no cases of  
a homosexual having committed an act of  
treason under threat of blackmail.”

But that did not stop the witch-hunts.
A lieutenant commander with naval intel-

ligence, Harold was forced out. “It was the 
immediate and devastating collapse of not 
only my career but a philosophy and way of life 
which had taken most of a lifetime to build,” 
Harold says in the book.

And then there was the fruit machine.
The Canadian War on Queers describes  

“an Orwellian-like project” whereby a machine 
would monitor eye movement, pulse and sweat 
reactions to a series of racy or art pictures 
shown to suspected homosexuals.

The project, headed by Frank Robert 
Wake, a Carleton University psychologist, was 

Continued on page 8

Canada Post stamps  
warning on solicited mail
Addressed admail with sexual content  
needs ‘adult material’ stamp, it says

How Canada tried to purge its queers

Continued on page 8

UNDER THE STATE’S WATCHFUL EYE. A new book documents the government security apparatus 
used to root gays and lesbians out of Canada’s military and civil service starting in the 1950s. Here uniformed 
RCMP officers watch the Jun 30, 1975 cross-country lesbian and gay rights demonstration on Parliament Hill.
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‘It really does punch 
a hole in the master 
narrative of Canada 
being nice’: Kinsman


