Nanaimo to get
new gay bar

Will Level 2 fill the void left by 70 Below’s closure?
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ANAIMO'’S GAY
community will have
a new bar of its own in
time for summer.

Former Odyssey co-owner Bill
Belland, who owns the Modern
Café in downtown Nanaimo, plans
to convert the upper level of his
property into a nightclub which
will be called Level 2.

“It most definitely is geared
towards the GLBT community
of Nanaimo and all surrounding
areas,” writes Level 2 manager
Mike McCune on the club’s Face-
book page. “It also is for all their
friends and like-minded people.
Bottom line this town needs a
place for people of all sorts to feel
safe and be able to come out and
be themselves without fear of
aggression or being treated a cer-
tain way upon entry.”

An exact opening date has yet
to be confirmed, but McCune states
on the Level 2 Facebook page that
it will open in late May or early June,
pending the completion of renova-
tions to the property.

According to documents
related to Belland’s liquor license
application, Level 2 will have
a separate entrance from the
Modern Café at the rear of the lot.
The approximately 2,500 square
foot property will be of “contem-
porary” design, catering to the
19 to 40 age demographic with
a maximum occupancy of 148.

His proposed hours are noon
to 1:30 am, which would allow
the bar to open earlier for special
occasions. Regular bar hours will
be from 8 pm to 1:30 am.

Belland'’s application for a liquor
license was initially rejected by
Nanaimo City Council in Febru-
ary 2008. Two weeks later, council
reconsidered the proposal and

approved it with only two votes
opposed.

Former city councillor Jeet
Manhas, who is currently running
for the BC Liberals in the provin-
cial election, convinced council to
reconsider the item after Belland
gave him a tour of the property.

“After speaking with him and
seeing the property firsthand I was
satisfied with what he was propos-
ing to do,” says Manhas. “So he
brought it back and made some
adjustments to the plans.”

Manhas was initially concerned
about the safety of the stairs lead-
ing up the club.

“On the drawing board, the
stairs appeared to go right from
the bottom of the property to the
top, but when I toured I saw there
were some landings,” he says. “It’s
a great facility and a great addition
to the downtown.”

Councillor Bill Bestwick, who
voted against Belland’s applica-
tion, was concerned about the
number of liquor establishments
in the downtown core and their
potentially adverse effect on
nearby residential development.

“We certainly have experienced
a considerable amount of distur-
bances in the downtown core with
bars all closing around the same
time, for the most part, all within
asmall area,” he says.

“With the amount of resid-
ences that are being built within
a stone’s throw, there are more
and more people coming to the
streets at those hours. I don’t
know if that’s complimentary
to the residential component
into the downtown.”

Level 2 will be located on the
same block as a large condo devel-
opment called the Studio NA.

Malcolm Johnson of Coast
Realty is a sales representative for
Studio NA. He believes that Level 2
will be complimentary to develop-
ment in the neighbourhood.

“From what I understand the
club is going to be quite a nice
club and attract really good people
so I don’t see why it would have an
adverse effect,” he says.

“I've been working in the down-
town for many years and [Belland]
is a big proponent of downtown and
we're both working towards revital-
ization down here. He’s got a nice
restaurant and he’s a businessman,”
Johnson adds.

Nanaimo has been without
a gay space since February 2008
when the gay bar 70 Below was
shut down after a dispute between
the bar owners and the property
company over noise and other
complaints.

Vancouver Island Rainbow
Association board member John
Lee is optimistic about Level 2.

“If anybody knows how to run a
gay bar [Belland] is going to know
how to do it. I'm sure it’s going to
be quite successful,” Lee says. He
is already considering it as a space
to host Nanaimo’s annual Pride
Brunch in late June.

Bethany Scott, coordinator of
Vancouver Island University’s Out
on Campus Club, hopes the bar
will serve a larger community pur-
pose akin to Harvey Milk’s Castro
Cameras which served as a centre
for community activism.

“I think the bars get written
off as a place to get drunk and
dance your ass off. But you have
space there during the day when
it’s not a bar; it could be used as a
calmer space in the afternoon, a
place for meetings, organize from.
Why couldn’t it be used as a queer
headquarters from where we can
take over the world?”

Scott believes there is a need
for consistent queer space in
Nanaimo and that a gay bar could
fill this void.

Belland and McCune declined
to comment prior to the bar’s
opening.

BOOK YOUR ADVERTISING
SPAGE IN THE 2009 ULTIMATE
PRIDE GUIDE!

The Ultimate Pride Guide is the perfect
opportunity for you to reach more than 66,500
readers in Vancouver - and is the Pride partici-
pant’s must-have resource for Pride week.
Each digest-sized Ultimate Pride Guide fea-
tures full glossy, full-colour pages — providing
you with an amazing advertising opportunity.

S
OKING DEADLINE: MON JUN 22

Contact your account manager or call (604)
684-9696 to book space in this
year’s Ultimate Pride Guide.

Phone 604.687.8752
Toll Free 1.888.442.9529
Fax 604.687.7686

- We offer a wide range of
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
' communities of Brmsh Columbia: .

Wills/Estates

Corporate/Commercial

Real Estate

i.mmigraticiﬁ

Vince Connors
vconnors@imag.net
Dennis Dahl
dennisdahl@imag.net

Family Law
Adoption
Civil Litigation

LAWYERS

Suite 620 - 1033 Davie Street
Vancouver, BC V6E 1M7

ehancse Guisine

Presents:

# .
A\ rryrr
L NI

MALE BELLYDANCER

May 20, 2009
Show starts @ 10pm

N/\art»m QP( Cli 11“}

*$ 5
D 1luoua l ) ANESE ‘()UCI
D . J cv DHHL.(, HUO!'

$5 cover after 10 pm
1328 }'l()l'l]l))' St.
604-689-4050

Free live entertainment every ~
Friday and Saturday

Please call for Reservations

XTRA!West MAY 7,200 news 15



