
NANAIMO PRIDE.
Picnic and swim at Bowen Park.
Jun 23, 11 am, 500 Bowen Rd.

10th Anniversary rece pti on and dance.
Jun 23, 7 pm, Tania's Downtown Red Room,

1-75 Front St.

eral meeting.
Rainbow Association board

member John Lee,who was involved
with the old Nanaimo Pride organi 
zation, defends his organization's
cautious approach to Pride.

"We did n't want to put the word
'gay' into it. We didn't want to pus h
the gay issue. We felt [the word]
Pride was quite sufficient. There
could have been negative conno
tations to it for some people."

This year Pride is aga in being
organized by th e Rainbow Associa
tion, which is run by six members
of Nanaimo's gay community,
some of whom were ins tru mental
in organizing Nanaimo's first Pride
festival in 1997.

"I'd really like to see younger
people take over so we don't have
to do it," says Austin. "We're all
over 40. Basically we're all friends
and we've met through various
things th at have been going on in
the community."

"I think [Nanaimo's gay com
munity] has been great in this
whole exercise:' says Brennan.
"They've been dignified , th ey've
been adam ant, they've been out
there and vocal and th ey make
sure th e week is a lot of fun ."

gerous quagmire:' Korpan said.
Ayear later, he sent Xtra West

this statement: "Govern ment has
no business encouraging, autho
rizing or condoning moving the
private activi ties of consenting
adults, no matter what their sexual
orientation is, from the bedroom
out into the public streets in full
view of children."

Some members of Nan aimo's
gay community were frus trated by
the cautious approach th e Rain 
bow Associa tion, th en known as
Nan aimo Pride, took to some of
the proclamations. A breakaway
group incorporated itself as
Nanaimo Gay Pride and hosted
last year's Pride festivities in the
city's more public wat erfront area.

"It was time for Pride Nanaimo
to come out of th e closet :' says
Donald Mullan an organizer of the
now-defunct Nanaimo Gay Pride.
"That was some thing that had
been discussed for years within
th e old Pride committee and it just
wasn't moving forward. We were
gain ing no more visibili ty."

In an effort to remedy th e situ a
tion , Mullan and his team branded
th e 2006 festivities Out in
Nanaimo. "We tried to make our 
selves more visible," he says.

However, a lack of community
interest in Nan aimo Gay Pride pre 
vented th em from organizing the
festivities this year. Mullan claims
that no body from th e community
attended their recent annual gen-

This year, Mayor Korpan,
Councillor Loyd Sherry and Coun
cillor Merv Unger again voted
agains t the proclamation.

"When it came to our proclama
tion they were a little bit slow on
raising their hands:' says Austin.
"They did it but sort of reluctantly,
and then when it carrie time to vote
against it the mayor just about
jumped out of his seat an d damn
near jumped over his podium."

"I think everyone in Canada
has the same rights, and again, no
group should be separated out
whether you 're a one-legged cer
tain ethnic group with green skin: '
says Unger on his decision to vote
agains t the proclamation. "Sepa
rating people out, I think, it wors
ens any problems we hav e in soci
ety as putting them up to spe cial
att ention and I think that's proba
bly what some groups are trying to
do but I just don't buy that."

Sherry, who was one of the four
counc illors who exited the chamber
in 2000, refused to comment.
Despite repeated calls, Korpan could
not be reached for comment eithe r.

A2001 article in the Nanaimo
Daily News qu oted Korpans stance
on the issue. "I think any govern
ment that's being brought in to
ratify, condone or involve itself in
any way with sexual orientation of
conse nting adults walks into a dan-

Nanaimo when that happened,"
says Councillor Diane Brennan, an
avid ally of Nanaimo's gay com
munity who has signed the Pride
proclamations in recent years.

The following year, Nanaimo 's
gay community hoped to avoid
the same situation so they opted
to take the word "gay" out of their
proclam ati on, asking instead for a
more generic Pride Day proclam a
tion. The motion passed but the
mayor and three councillors still
voted against it.

In May 2002 the Pride procla
mation was again defeated when
the mayor cast the deciding vote
aga inst it. The decision was met
with condemnation from the com
munity, including th e threat of a
human rights complaint.

"We explained that thi s qu es
tion had been litigated and it was
clear they ha d no right to deny th e
proclamation and should they
con tinue to deny this proclam a
tion we'd take a human right s
action aga ins t them: ' recalls Bren 
nan . City cou nci ls can only refuse
to pro claim Pride if they stop issu
ing all other pro clamation s as well.

"Part of a pen alty we asked for
was they'd have to take a GLBT
course:' Brennan notes.

Council reversed its decision
and has passed the Pride procla
mation with a majority ever since .

Nathaniel Christopher

dESPIT E
opposition from civic
officials an d division
within the gay commu

nity, Nanai mo's 10th Pride fest ival
will go ahe ad thi s wee k.

"We wan t to celebrate being
gay," says Ian Austin, president of
th e Vancouver Island Rainbow
Association, which is hosting the
event. "It's our basic, big once-a
year celebration for the commu
nity. Hopefully it'll bring the com
munity closer together too."

Quiet in comparison to Vancou
ver Pride, Nanaimos celebrations
consist of a flag raising ceremony
at city hall , a picnic in the park, a
swim, coffee, a cocktail recepti on
and a dance. The re is no parade.

Despite thi s, gay Pride in
Nan aimo has been a contentious
issue in recen t years.

In 2000 Nan aimo mayor Gary
Korpa n and four city councillors
vaca ted th e council cha mber
whe n it came tim e to vote on a
motion to declare Aug 5, 2000 "les
bian , gay, bisexual and transgen
der Pride day." Although the
motion passed, the mayor went on
record as opposing it.

'" was humiliat ed to be from

Nanaimo mayor won't proclaim Pride
Gay community remains undeterred
~

Dr. D ean Wershler
General Dentistry

New patients welcome. Saturday and
.evening appointments available.

Seminal, John Batron

My Undoing, AidenShaw

Bow Grip, Ivan E Coyote

Cowboys, Tom Graham

Best Lesbian Erotica 2007, C1eis Press

Ethical Slut, Dassie Easton

Best Gay Erotica 2007, Cleis Press

Mississippi Sissy, Kevin Sessums

9: Awkward A Detour , MaryCappello

10: Dorm Porn 2, Alyson Books
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